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OW to take my Text topieces; by a Free-bowm 
Subject, is meant a perlon that is born under the 
Protection of the Law; and thereby entitled to 
certain known Immunities and Priviledges, as his 

Birthright, But then he is likewile tied up, by the ſame Law, 
to certain Rules and Meaſures of Obeaiexce to Government. 
So that he ſeems to be Free in one reſpe& ; and SabjeF inano- 
ther. Now how far he is Enfranchiſed by this Liberty, and 
how far Limited by that SubjefFion, will be the Queſtion. 

You ſhall ſeldom or never find this expreſſion uſed, but as a 
kind of Poplar Challenge ; and Riiktn favour of the Free-bozn, 
without any regard at all to the Subject. W hereas we ſhould 
as well conſider the 4uthority of an Imperial Prince on the one 
hand; as the Privileages of a Free-born People on the other. 
And not fo far miſtake, either the Force or the Iztent of 
eMagns Charta, and the Petition of Right ; ( by which we lay 
claim to theſe Liberties) as if by being diſcharged of our 
Vaſſalage, we were allo diſcharged of our Allegiance. 

The Engliſhmans Birthright ſounds much to the ſame 
purpoſe too, with the Free-bozn Dubject ; Oaly there lies a 
ſtronger Emphafis ( in Common Speech ) upon the word Eng- 
libmans. As when we ſpeak of 19mg Man, that ftands up for 
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2! The Free-born Subje& ; or; 
the Honour and Defence of his Country ; ſuch a one, wecry,. 
is a Right Engliſhman, a True Engliſhman. on 
Now to the end that we may not be miſled by the Sound 
and Jingle of Words, into a falſe, and dangerous Notion of 
Things ; let us repair to the Law, which is the Knows, and 
Common Staxaard of our Civil 4tions : that we may not either 
give upour Own juſt Rights on the One hand, or encroach 
upon his Majeſties, on the Other. For it 1s the Law that marks 
out the Metres and Bounds both of King and People: that 
ſhews how far-we are to Go, and where to Stop ; and-teaches 
us todiſtinguiſh betwixt Leberty and Seazrion ; Betwixt a Trac, 
Rizht Old Engliſhman, and a ſhuffling, double-hearted, madern 
Impoſtor. | . + 
As we have our Lega/ Rights, ſo we lie under Legal Reſftri- 
ions too: And the King likewiſe hath his Legal Preropatives, 
which are alſo accompanyed with certain Legal Limitations, 
From whence it appears,that the Law ſerves as a Common Rule_ 
and lies as a Common Obligation both upon Prince and Subject. 
And yet though there be a Duty Incumbent on both ſides, 
there 1s a great difference even in point of Law 7 ſelf, betwixt 
the Kings violation of the Law, and the Peoples, The King: 
breaks his Word, the People forfeit their Bond. They are Both. 
of them Boxxdalike in Conſcience ; but the People are over and 
above engaged upon a Penalty. It makes a Huge noiſe. in the 
World, that Kings are bound by the Laws as well as the People. 
Ando they are in Hozour and Conſcience,butnofurther : And 
this ariſes from the very Nature. of Governmeat it ſelf: For - 
whereſoever the Laſt appeal lies, there reſts the Governmenr. 
And there can be no Government at all, without. the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of a Final Reſult, for otherwiſe the King ſhall Fudge the 
People and-the-People Rejudge the Kinzs; and forthe Contro: 
verſie ſhall run round world without end. Take notice now 
that all /ppeals move from a Lower Court, or Sentence, to a 
Superiour ;- and conſider then how ridiculous it were to 4ppeal 
Downward; or from Soveraign Prixces, to any other Power, 
than tothe King of Kings, who alone is above them. 
But let us put the Caſe now,that a Prince miſ-governs : How 


ſoak. 
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fball he be tryed? It muſtbe either By the Law or Without it. If 
the Former, where 1s the Lew that ſays, The People may call 
their Soveraignto account, in caſe he does nat Govern according 
ro Law? ' Or if they cannor produce ſuch a Law, the 4ſſertion 
is: Treaſonows, If the Latter, weareat our Old Salus Populi a- 

ain: Which,in one word, is no other than a dire Diſſolution. 
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of the Law, anda Proſtitution of Authority to the Will of the. 


Multitude. 
Havingalready ſtated the Conditions, and advantages of a 


Free-born Subjett,and of our Engliſh Birthrights: weſhill now 
rocecd to the aflerting of theſe our Priviledges, againſt all 


Ty:annical Uſurpatrons, either in matter of Religion or: 


State.” And firſt a word of Tyzannical Uſurpations. 


Under this Head may be compriſed all ſorts of Violence and 


Oppreſſion ; ( by what 'means, or Inſtruments {oever exerciſed ). 
contrary to. Law and fuftice. By Tzranzy, we do underitand 


An Unjuſt Domination ; or an ibuſe of a Lawful Power, tothe 
znjury of the _ aSifa Prince ſhould turn a Legal Govern- 
ment into an Arbi 

Uſarpation, when One man takes apon him the Right of another, 


without any Title to it at 'all: As our late Qliver was called U/-- 
ſurper. -And there arecallo Mixt Caſes; ( as was That before 


mentioned.) where Tyranny and Uſurpation meet Both in One. . 
According to This Diviſion we may be oppreſſed three ſeve- 


ral ways;either Immediately by the.Prince himſelf; or Medzately - 
by his Miniſters,as by ſpecial Diretionand Command ;Or o- | 


therwiſe-we may be ſimply eppreſſed, ove Subjef# by another. 


But (till theſe Oppreſſons are Ilegalevery way; and the Que» + - 


ſtionisnow, what Legal Relief inthe Caſe? For as the Law 


entitles us to the Priviledges weclaim, and to the- enjoyment : 


of them: ſodoes the Law likewiſe appoint, and chalk us our 


the Methods of Aſſerting and. maintaining our Rights, in caſe : 
they be invaded. So that we.muſt only Oppoſe Legal Reme- - 
aies to Illegal wrongs ; and-not think to deliver our ſelves from - 
one Violence by another. For Popslar Commot ions are the. molt : 
Griminal.and Dargerom of. all forts of Oppreſſions. Other Op-- 
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trary, Now we commonly reckon That for an - 
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4 The Free-harn Subjeft ;, or, 
preſſions may lie Heavy upon particular Perſons; but Thir is an 
Oppreſſion of Law and Goverwment it (elf, And it is as Fooliſh ag 
it is I»pjow; For while we Phanſie all chings ta-be Lawfii for 
us, becauſe we ſuffer many things againſt Law, we incur a 
Legal Forfeiture of all our Privileages, by the #nlawful manner 
of endeavouring to preſerve them. | 
It is a Maxim in Law, but not in Morals, that the King can 
ao 270 wrong ; for he may ſhed Innocent Bloud with his own 
hand, which is the Greateſt of Wrongs ; but it is not looked 
upon however as a Wrozg in Law, becaule there is no Law to 
queſtion him for it. The Ordinary ſhift upon this Point is, That 
the King may be ſued, and that conſequently he ſtands anſwerable 
fo the Law. To which 1 ſay, witha Diſtinction, that the Kizg 
hath a Twofold Kizht, a Right of Dominion, and a Right of 
Propriety.la the Former (which 1s the point in Queſtion )there 
lies zo ZFion of Law: In the other there may, for otherwiſe 
he might take away any mans Free-hold at pleaſure. And were 
it not a wild thing to imagine otherwiſe, when according to 
the very Szile of the Law, all 7zs,Tryals, and Forms of 7nſtice 
run in the K;z2s Nawe? So that admitting their Suppolition, 
the King ſits Fudge upon himſelf. 
When the late Underminers of the Government found that 
they could not ſhake the Royal Authority t4# way, ( for it 
was attempted ) they had recourſe afterward to the Phanlie of 
a Coordinate Government ; making the King, Loras, and Com- 
m0ns, to be the Three Eſtates ; in ſtead of the Loras Spiritual 
and Temporal; and the Commons repreſented in Parliament. 
Which miſtake being ſwallowed by the Undilcerning Multi- 
tude, proved the Foundation of our Common Ruin. This 
Whimſie being now let on foot again, I ſhall beſtow a Word 
or two upon the Unmasking of that pernicious and ſenſleſs 
Pretence, and make it appear, that the Poſition is Deſtructive, 
not-only-of the Three Eſtates, ( as fome account them ) but of 
the very Being of Parliaments. . 
Suppoſing the Government to be Coordinate;(as thele People 
will have it ) any two parts of the three may Oat the third. 


The King lies at the Mercy of the Lords and Gommons ; the 
Commons 


w 
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Commons at the Mercy of the King and the Lords; and the 
Lords as much at the Mercy of the Kirg and Commoss, Sothat 
at this rate no body knows to day, what Government we ſhail 
have to morrow. This is the Juſt Ratio of a Coordinate State ; 
and then to colour the Invention, they tell us that the King 1s 
Singulis Major, Univerſis Minor ; Greater than the Diffafrve 
Boay of the People,bur Inferiour to the ColleFive, Which itrikes. 
at the very Root of Pax/iaments; for if it be True, that a 
Prince by calling of a Parliament dethrones himſelf; what 
Prince would ever call a Par{iament ? 

As it is clear that Sovereign Power is Sacren, and not to be. 
Touched ; it is no lefs Clear on the other ſide, that all the Exe-- 
cutors of Illegal Powers and Violexces may be queſtioned; ſor- 
that the Law puts no difference betwikt oe Smbjedt and anc 
ther, but provides for Common 7uſtice betwixt man and man, 
without any difference of regard to Dienities or Perſons, And 
as it appoints us ſuch a Re/ref in ſuch and ſuch Caſes ; ſo does . 
it likewiſe ordain and dire&t ſuch and ſuch Peaniſhments in 
other Caſes, according as the wiſdome of the Law-makers 
hath found convenient. . So that he is upon his Good behavi- 
our, either for Redreſs, or Puniſhment. 

But I hear many people ſay, that 'tis True, the Law provides + 
well enough for us ; but what if Juſtice be overaw'd and obftrutted? 
My anſwer is,that we are to help our ſelves by Law, if we can; 
burifthe Law will z:t relieve us, we muſt be Parzert ; eſpeci- 
ally ina Caſe, where 'tis impoſſible to find a Remedy thar is 
nor worle than the Diſeaſe, Let us but look a little into the . 
Conſequences of paſſing That Line, and taxing upon us to be 
our Own Carvers; Fir/t, by Tranſgreſſing the Bounds of the 
Law, we caſt our ſelves out of the Protedtion of 1t; Secondly, 
by declining the Commer Equity of it, werun into Partialities 

and Fadtions, and every man makes himſclf both 7adge and. 
Party. Thiraly, from a Certain and Infallible Proviſion for the: 
Stating and Deie/ mixing of all Controverfies, we tranſport our. 
ſelves into an Abſolu:e lrpoſibility of ever Reconciling them, 1- 
might have ſaid, of Underſtanding them: For Foarrhly ; from 
matter .of Fa#, we betake our felyes to Queitions and: Pro - 
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6 The- Free-born Subje&F ,” or;"'" 
poſitions of Notion; as the Law of Nature, Self-preſervation, &c. 
which ſignifie nothing more,than to puzzle the Maltitade,and 
confound the Order of Civil Adminiſtration, For there can be 
no Proof made of a Thought ; but under Countenance of Theſe 
Blinds.the 4mbitious, the Revengefat, the Neceſſitow, the Fatti- 
0u5, the Covetous, the Malicious, and the like, Stalk to their 
Hnriohteous and Self Ends, And what's the Iſſue of all This, 
but that, when by Covering more than did belong to us, we have 
loſt what we had: when by forſaking the Kzown,and the Safe 
ways of Peace and 7«ſtice, we have waxadered out our Lives in 
Pathleſs, Dangerous,and Uncomfortable Errors; without either 
Lizht or Gniae to (et us right again: When we have been 
led by a Falſe Shew of Liberty, as by an Jens Fatuns, through 
Bozgs and Ditches,and all in purſuit of a Slutriſh Vapour: When 
by breaking the Bozdof Humane Socizty, we. have turned a 
Community 1nto'a Deſert ; and like W:14 Beafs, torn one ano- 
ther topieces: Whatis the frat ar laſt ofall our Wd Adven- 
tures? but Bondage, Beggery, Shame,and Late Repentance ? So 
_ thatour Beff and Sureſt:way will be, for every man to look to 
his Ow. Province, without intermedling in the Juriſdiction of 
Another. ; [7 

Having ſufficiently diſcourſed upon the 2%a/ity of Tyzan- 
nical Uſurpations, we come now to Religion and State, 
as the Subject matter they are-to work upon :' Wherein we 
ſhall Diſtinguiſh berwixt Tyzanny, as an At of the'Go- 
vernment ; and Uſurpatton. as a claim of the People, 

Touching the Power of Kings, and the Poſſibility of Iyranny, 
1n the matter of Religion; the Queſtion falls into a very nar- 
row Compals:for Conſcience lies out of the Reach of Laws And 
the Powers of Government are only exerciſed upon Onvert and 
Senſible As. But the point in hand however 1s This: Firſt, 
What # intended by the Cyranny here ſpoken of ? Secondly, How 
are we to behave otr ſelves, in caſe of ſuch Tyzanny ? 

There may be Tyranny, either in forcing a man, ( upon a 
Penalty ) to Kenounce the Right Religion, or to Embrace a Falſe 
Oze: Orin Prohibiting to any man, the Freedom of Worſhip 
after his ow; way. And all thele Ca'es vary according to the 
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Conſtitution of the Government, and the Conſcience of the Go- 
vernour, For the ſame thing may be Lawful in One place, and 
not in Another; and to One Perſoztoo, and not to Another : 
And it may be wore or /eſs Excuſable allo, according to theſe 
Circamſtances, In ſhort ; It is a Tpzanny, to preſs a man to a 
Falſe Worſhip; A Tytanny to puniſh him for adhering to a 
True one ; A Tyranny to 04nder any man from Worſhippins God 
as he Ozeht: And the Tyranny it ſelf, is yet farther aggravated, 
if it be done in Oppoſition to the Law of the Land; And to the 
Conſcience of the Ruler, as well as to Common Equity. But (till | 
when I haveloſt Liberty, Eſtate, nay and Life z7 ſe!f,by reaſon 
of Religio,; my Religion it ſelf 1s preſerved Inwiolate, even 
when my Body liesin ſes. The Prince that 4s all theſe Ty- 
74znies,hath undoubtedly a great deal to an(wer for to 4/migh- 


ry God: But what 4: is there for the S#bjed that Suffers 
P 


them? and let That e next Point. 

In Caſe of ſuch Perſecations as aforeſaid, I know no more 
than theſe Four ways of Application, for Rel/zef; Either by 
Prayer to Almighty God ; by Recourſle to the Law, for Protc- 
ion; by Petition toghe Government, for Indulgence, and Com- 
paſſion ; Orelle, totrie if we can deliver our (elves by Direct 
Force. 

The Firft, isa ſure Expeatent in all Caſes: for wherewe 
are not Delivered from our 4flidions, our {fitions are yet, 
by Gods Providence,turned into Comforts, In the Secoxd place, 
we may make the beſt of the Law, provided that we do not 
make the Law Felo de ſe, and raiſe Inferences of Equitable Sup- 
poſition, in Contradittion to the Naked and Expreſs Letter of it. 
As for Example ; by the Law, we have a Lawf#l Right to ſuch 
and ſuch Liberties; and herein wewhave the Law to Friend. 
But if we make any attempt to compals theſe Lawful Ends by 
unlawful means, the Law is point-blank againſt us. 

Our Next Reſort is, by Petition to the Government; which 
is a Courſe, Laudeble and fair.;; provided we keep clear of 
Ramncour and Glamour ; and addrels to the Mag?/trate not tothe - 
Multitude: For it is not the End of thoſe Popular Papers to 
Sollicit relief, but to Provoke Tumults; and under-the Coun: 
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8 The Free-born Subjef; or, 
tenanceof begging Compaſſion toward the People, to ſtir up: 
Sedition againſt the Government, For Lewd Characters of Men: 
breed Il rhoughrs of them; and Evi/ thoughts break out into 
Wicked Afions ; and the readieſt way in the World to a Rebel- 
lionis, to ſtartle the Valgar with an Apprehenfion of Tyranpy. 
If all this will not do, there remains nothing more, but either 
Patience or Force, The Former was of the Primitive, and the 
Latter hath been the practice of our Moxern Chriſtians ; but 
whether they do Well or IU in it, ſhall be now examined. 

It hath done a great deal of Miſchief in the World, the Mil 
conſtruction of that Texr that bids us Obey Bod. rather than 
Man. For the People are not well aware, that, Fir, in O- 
beying of Magifrates in all Warrantable Caſes, they Obey God 
alſo, in that Civil obedience. Secondly, Suppoling the Command 
of the Supreme Magiſtrate to be directl oſzte to the Expreſs 
Will of God, Twill not Obey him in Caſe, but I am not 
yet diſchargedof my Daty to him in O7Mr Caſes: for he is ne- 
vertheleſs a Lawful Magiſtrate ; ( even for not being a Chri- 
ftian) and I will not Refi himin Any. Thirdly, the Law of 
thi Nation makes all Motions and Inſurref#ions whatſoever, 
without Legal Authority, to be Rivtous, Seditions, or Treaſon- 
ous Aſſemblies. Fonrthly, Allowing. this Latitude to the people, 
that they may Confederate, and Kiſe, for the Defence of Keli- 
giox ; they may as well riſe for the Subverſiow of it: for we 
have but their bare Words, either for the Oze, or for the Ozther. 
Fifthly, It Authorizes every man to ſet up a Charch by himſelf, 
in his own phazxſie ; and in ſtead of carrying his Boay to the 
Door for a Fit of the Spleen, he brings his Conſcience, forlooth, 
tO the Goverament, to be cured of a Revelation, And this Li- 
cence, inone word, ſets-up the Crotchet of every Sickly Brain, 
in Competition with Chriſtianity it (elf,and the Politique peace, 

What if I ſhould ſay now,that there was never any War in 
the World undertaken purely upon the account of Religion, 
that was not utterly Ynlawfu'; unleſs in Caſes of Gods Extra- 
ordinary and peculiar Diſpenſations. For, Firſt, What are the 
Certain and Neceſſary Effects of war, but Bloud, Rapine, Op- 
preſſion ; the Multiplying of ſo many Widows and Orphans; 
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Depopulating of Countries, and Kingdoms; and the Violation 
of all Rights, Sacredand prophane ; Aretheſe now the Works 
of the Gofpel? And what is Religion the better for all this? 
Theſe are Sacrifices for Moloch; and thieis a Religion, and an 
Ov/ation, fitter for an Inſenſible and Implacable Idrt, than for 
the God of Love and peace, 

Ler us but conſider now, what a Deluge of Jmpiety flows 
in upon Humane Nature with this Opinion, The Papift falls 
foul upon the Proteſtant ; the Proteſtaut upon the Papi/t; the 
Chriſtian upon the Mahumetan, the Mahumetaz upon the 
Chriſtian: It ſets all people, and all parties together by the Eats, 
only for verſity of Thoughts. It makes Authority Ridiculous, 
it fruſtrates the very Laws of Nations, and lays the World 
again in Commoy, Now it This be ſo Peſtilent a Doctrine, 
taken only at Lg: How much more Diabolical is it, for 
SubjetFs, upon This Hngod'y pretext, to go about to Embroy! 
a well Regulated State, and to charge their Souls with perjury, 
Schiſm, and Rebellion, over and above the Common Crimes 
that accompany Hoſtile Inwaſions. 

As the Law hath been hitherto, ſo it muſt be henceforward 
the Ru/e and Meaſure of all our Proceedings. In the Seion 
of Tyr any, the Queſtion was; How the Subje& ſhould demean 
himſelf toward theF rince,in the Caſe of ſuch and ſuch Opprefſions 
in matter of Religion. But now, in Caſe of an Uſurpation, the 
Queſtion is, How far the Government ſhould comply with 2 
Popular Importunity ; or how far the People ſhould gratifie one 
another. Of which we have ſpoken fo much art large elſe- 
where, that the leſs will ſerve inthis place. 

The Word Uſur pation, implies the Afeiting or Invading of 
Anthers Rieht ; which in the point of Re/;270n, muſt needs 
be very Daxgerons ; becauſe the People are fo eaſily diſpoſed 
to ſwallow that Deadly Pill. 1 do not reckon a bare and ſimple 
Diſſent from the Eſtabliſhed Doittrive and Diſciplize of the 
Church, to be an Zſurpation: For poſſibly there may be a 
Real Scruple, or want of due Information in the Caſe, But 
when That Diſſent comes to be Praiical; when it comes to 
make Parties to Divide into —_ to Plcad and to Challenge 
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the Law; it is no longer a Plea of- Conſcience, but a direXt 
Conſpiracy againſt the Government. It is a Nurſery of Hereſfies, 
over and above; and a Liberty, utterly Inconſiſtent with the. 
Meaſures of political Zuſtice and prudence... For Firſt; They 
Agree among themſelves 1n the ſingle point only of Departing. 
from 4s; And they are not, in Conjun@ion, more diſſatisficd 
with ourEccleſisfticz! Laws and Decrees,than they are ſeveral/y, 

among themſelves, oe Se with another. So that it is, in this. 

reſpe&, impoſſible to pleaſe them. And Secondly, It is no lets 

dangerow to offer at it, in other Conſiderations. For Firſt, up- 

'on. the Current of /ong and conſtant Experience, they have 
been always found Irſatiable: Never eſteeming what they. 

had, to be Eneugh, till they had gotten AU. The late King 

eave them ſtill more and more; and the more he Gave, the 

more they Craved ; and turned his Boe#ty, at laſt, to his De- 

ſtruction. Hedid effectually, in favour of thWir Importuaities, 
Strip himſelf, to his Revenue, his Crows, and his Lefe ; and all 

That, They took. Another danger is ; that the wery men that 

atk a Toleration, are Principled againſt it. And I ſee not the leaſt 

(badow of areaſon, why they that will not Tolerate others, ſhould 
be Tolerated Themſelves. And truly as little Ground for the 

Asking of it, as for the Granting of it. For Firſt, Why ſhould 

the Unity of the Church be broken, and the peace of it diſturbed, 

in favourof the Enemies of it ; andto the Diſcouragement of 

the Churches Friends ? Secondly, As the AR of Uniformity 

hath the full and ſfolema Complement of a Bizding- Law; 

why may they not as well demand a Diſpenſation for Rebellion, 

as for Schiſm? -And quarrel any other Law, nay, one aftes 

another, the whole Body of the. Law, as well as That ? The Law 

 Sthe Eſtabliſhed Rule of our 4tions; and they will-have every 
iwararing phanſie to be a Rule tothe Law, They themſelves... 
fly fromthe Law, and their Complaint is, that the Law doth 
not folow them. This Method fruſtrates the very Order of 
Providence, and makes all Proviſions of Government to. be Vain 
and Uſeleſs, They cannot pretend to Charge this Law with 
any Defe&, in regard either of the Civil, or the Eccleſiaſtical 
Authority of it. Here is, Firſt, The Fudgment of the Church duly 
| Conves'd, 
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Conven'd, Touching the meetneſs and convenience of the Rites and 
Forms therein Contained. Secondly, There # the Royal Santtion, 
Approving, and Authorizing thoſe Rites and Forms ; and requir- 
ing our Exatt Obedience to them, Thirdly, The matter of the 


Law here in queſtion, # our own At ; for that we our ſelves are 
 Goncluded inthe Vote of our Repreſentatives. Againſt Theſe 
 Uſurpations we have Law enough: And fo we have likewiſe 


againſt. thoſe. that follow in Matter of Szare: which may 


be reduced to #ſurpations upon us, in matter of Lyfe, Liberty, 


or Eſtate. 


There is an Uſurpatio upon the Magiſtrate ; and there is © 
an Uſurpation upon the Subje#: Upon the Former 1n reſpe& : 
either of T:r/e,or of power ; both which Caſes areDeterminable, 
and Reliewable by the Law: And fo allo is any Oppreſſion upon >} 
the Sabjedt: That is to ſay, where one Subjet oppreſſes Ano- 
ther. When I ſay :Determizable and relievable by Law, my. 
meaning is, that the Lew hath competently provided for. the : :: 
Freedom and Security both of King and People: Andthe xe 
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-edy ſeldomnr fails, where it is Seaſonably applyed, and Vigorouſly - 


purſued, x 


But when the Dignity .of Government -may be vilified ' +? 
Gratis, the Kings Miniſters and Friends beſpattered with - * * 


Billingſgate Libels, and his profeſſed Enemies ſupported and en- 


copraged:. when his Majeſties Tile as well -as his Prerogative 


and Reputation, ſhall come to be the ſubje&t of every Bawling 


Pamphiet ; and the Bounds of Sovereign power to be debated by 


Porters and Carmen, over Pots of Ale: when not only the Re- 
verend and Lawful Miniſters, and the Apo#tolical Order of the 
Charch, ſhall be Derided and Deſpiſed ; but Religion it ſelf pals 
only for a Sham, a piece of Prieſt Craft; and be publiſhed in 


Print, for no more in: effe&t than a political Art of getting 4 + 


Hank upoz the people : When ſuch Outrages, Ifay, as Theſe 


» 


come to be daily. committed over and over, in the. very face 
of the Sun, and the Law; ſuffered to Slrep, that ſhould repreſs, - 
and paxiſh them: whai can be the Event of This Inhamane Li- - 
cenſe, but Confuſion, and Reine? - Andif it comes to That once; , *? 


it was our Own faulc,for not-putting a Timely and a Legal! Stop 
to. Theſe Judaciome Uſurpations. . Re 
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2 The Free-born Subjef, or, 
The poſitions and the Methods that brought on our late 
Troubles, are now Revived and Practiſed every day afreſh: 
We have our 242ries, our Remonſtrances, and all things, to 
the O1d Tune of Curſe ye Meroz, and to your Tents, © Iſrael: 
moſt manifeſtly tending to the Unhinging of the Goverament ; 
and as certainly deſigning rhe Subverſion of the Church and of 
the Stare. The Boldneſiand the Impunity of thele Libels, would 
| be an equal Wonder to me, if I were not ſatisfied, that the 
One is clearly the Efef# of the Other: For their elcaping pu- 
niſhment, looks as if the Government were afraid of the Rab- 
ble ; and then their paſſing without 4»ſweyr, gives a kind of 
Credit to their Doctrine, 
It is not a work for a Gentleman to Rake a Danghil, and to 
- gather up the Peoples Fomzr : But yet out of a Fooliſh Zealand 
 Tenderneff for a Duty that hath only given me Miſery in hes 
World, and the hope of Comfort ina Better; I cannot but en- 
deavour to. poſſels others with the {ame ſenſe of theſe Indigni- 
ties which I have my ſelf; and tolay open this Spirit of Ga- 
Iumny and Slander : Theſe nncoverers of their Fathers Naked- 
neſs, and Defilers of the Honour of our Common Mother, 
My only Encouragement to This Undertaking, is the Title 
I have to be believed in it, for | am lo far from being Bribed 
into this Office, either by the Tye of paſt Ublizations, or by the 
proſpect of Benefits to come, That ( with Intinite AcknowJedg- 
ments of his Majeſties Grace and Goodnels to me ) Idetie any 
man to produce another Gentleman in the Kings Dominions, 
under my Circumſtances, that hath ſuffer:cd to many Illegal, 
Arbitrary, and Mean lnjuſt ices, from any of the Abwſers of the 
Kings Bounty, asT have done. Inſomuch that after a Sentence 
of Death, for his Majeſty 3 betwixt three and Four years in 
Newgate; and a matter of Seven and Thirty years faithful Ser- 
wice to the Crown ; the Bread hath been taken out of my 
Mouth, and in a large proportion, ſhared amongſt ſome of 
thoſe very People that purſued the late King to the Block: 
Nor dol look for any more Advantage for the Future. This 
| Refleftion ( by the way ) doth not concern any man that # now in 
Cfice at Cont; and lhope there is enough faid already, to 
acquit 
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acquit me of any likelihood to be Partial in This matter. I 
muſt not ſlip This Occaſion of bringing in a Caſe of late date; 
a Caſe, wherein all men of Letters are concerned,and not im- 
pertinent in This place, and That being done I will proceed. | 


Being deſirous to inform my ſelf very particularly concerning this late De- 
viliſh Plot, I got the beſt Intelligence Iconld, as well by Short Notes #pon 
the Trials in Court, as by Word of Mouth from Credible per ſons that were 
there preſent. eAfter this upon peruſal of the Printed Trials, 1 fornd ſeveral 
Groſs Incoherences, ( eſpecially inthe Latter of them ) and very Material 
Miſtakes. As in that of Mr, Langhorn, Fol. 39, and 40, Mr. Lydcats name 
is ſed no leſs than Nine times, as one of the St. Omers Witneſſes, inſtead of 
Mr, Hall, to his very great prejudice. ; 

Reflefting upon Theſe Errors, together with the almoſt Tnextricable Diffi- 
culty of Retriving the-Truth, ont of ſuch a Confuſion of Tautologies, and - 
Forms , the Colleftion being ſo Bulky too, and the Particulars ling [0 (cat--- 
tered, that it was next to the Work of a Reſurrection to ſet every part in its 
right place: T betock my ſelf to my Friends, my T houghts,ana my Papers,and - 
digeſted the whole Tranſattion into an Hiſtorical Narrative, Ad not in Dia- 
logue neither, nor in the woras, either of the Bench, the Witneſſes, or the 
Priſoners , xt in my Own Stile and Way, and juſt inthe ſame faſhion as 
1 would tell the Story. This Buck I entitled, The Hiſtory of the Plot, &ec, 
»1ade.a Legal Aſlignment of my Right zo 4 Bookſeller. I Authoriſed him to + 
Pring 4, and he Imprinted it by the Authority of the Author : Some of the 
Pretenders to the Formal Trials, Arreſt my Bookſeller, as az Invader of 
their Propriety,and Threaten him moſt wonderfully into the Bargain, He puts 
in Bail to the Ation, and there the Squabble reſts, They do not complain of 
any Imitation of their Copy, bat take upon them, as if no man elſe wereto 
write upon That Subje, et this rate, we ſhall have all Sermons Fa rar 
zo the Kings Printers, for Deſcanting upon Their Bibles ; and all: Books 
whatſoever, to the Company of Stationers, becanſe they are maar ont of the 
Four and Twenty Letters ; aud the ABC 3s Their Copy. what a Scan-- 
dal is this tothe Commonwealth of Letters ? hat acramp to Learning 
and Inauſtry ? That if 1 have amind to Compile a Hiſtory, I muſt goto + 
Forty little Fellows for leave; forſooth, to write the Narrative of the-: 
Proceedings upon our Bleſſed King and Martyr, the brave Earl of Srraf- 
ford, Archbiſhop of Canterbary , with a hundred more Inſtances of the. 
like nature, becaule ſome or other of them. has lurched perhaps, a Copy : 
of Their Trials, 

What if a man ſhould write the Battel of 77orcefter, and the Kings mi- 
raculous eſcape,after the Defeat ; muſt he not mention the Thouſand pound”. 
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that was ſet upon his Majeſties Head, without leave of the P2infer that 
had t he P2opzicfy of the Pzoclamatfion that offered it? Or if a body 
would draw up a Sy/tem of Treaſon and Sedition; mult he go to the Pub- 
liſher of Bacons Government, for a Licexce ? 

1am the larger, becauſe it is a Publick Caſe, Ang take notice, Firſt, that 
the whole Story is draw into leſs than a Sixth part of Their Volume. Se- 
condly, That there is not ſo much as One Material.clauſe omitted -: ir, 
Thirdly, that it is incomparably Plainer,and more Intelligible than the other; 
beſide the many Corrections iz it. Fourthly, that it is Eleven Shillings ſa- 
ved, Theirs teivg rated at Thirteen and Six pence, at the loweſt penny,and 
T his only at Halt a Crown, And ſo much for this. 


Icome now to an Examination of Two Lzibels; the moft 
Audacious and Viruieat that have yet paſſed the Preſs, The One 
of them entituled Oia Comeſta 2 Bello ; Or,Pel hath devoured 
all. The Uther is called, My Lord Lucas's Speech. But take 
Notice, that my Exception lies to the Supplement or Appendix ; 
not concerning my {elf at all with the Speech. 

The Form?7.of thele Papers is an Alluſion to the Story of 
- Bel and the Dragon ; where the Prieſts and their Wives came 
inat a back-dorr, and conſume what was offered to the Iav/. 
It is Printed BELLO inſtead of BE LO; and the wiſteke 
15 a great deal righ.er than thee Meaw7ng : For it was,in Truth, 
theWA4R that dr2oured all: and the Good Cd Gauſe ( which 
was the Foundation of That War ) was,1n effe&, no better than 
aCHRISTIAN IDOL. Itcomesforth, as an Anſwer 
to the Firſt of Five pretended Queſtions ; which he ſets down 
at length: and we will ſpeak of them in Order, as far as 
ſhall be needful. 

Query 1. herh-r the great canſe of Impoveriſhing the Nation, 
Ruin of Traae, ard General Conſumption of Comfort,Settlement 
and Content, which hath brought the Land to a meer Anatomy , 
be not the Pomp, Pride, Luxury, Exattion and Oppreſſion of the 
Prelates? pag. 3. He concludes in the {ffirmative. And pag. 4. 
The Trading Stock of the Nation ( he lays ) # devoured in this 
Prelatical Gulph, 

But are we ſo miſerable then? And is the Hicrarchy the 
Cauſe of all our miſcries? Let us compare the Tres a little, 
| when 
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when we had Biſhops, and when we had None: For there is 
no Trial of the Trth and Reaſon of things, like Experience. 
From 1558. ( when Queen £E//zabeth came to the Crows) 
to 1541. we had a_ Continued Succeſſion of a Proteſtant ( or ra- 
ther, a Reformed) Prelacy, And lo from 1660. to this preſent 
1679. which is upward of 4 hanared Years. And all this 
while the Government ſtood firm upon its Ancient Baſis, The 
Goſpel flouriſhed, and the Subjef enjoyed their Legal Liberries, 
under a Legal 4dminiſtration, both in Church and State, From 
164T, to 1660, Epiſcopacy was out of doors, Do but obſerve, 
now, what havock was made in the Szate, both Eccleſiaſtical 
and Civil; in matter of our Religion, Liberties, and Properties, 
in that Izterval, of only Nineteen years: When an Ordinance 
was of more force than a At of Parliament: And our Lives, 
Freedoms,and Eſtates,lay at the Mercy of the Tyrants of Athens, 

in a Derby-houſe Committee. But let us yet come cloſer to the 
Buſineſs. ; 

I would fain know what theſe men would be at, that are (o 
deſperately unſatisfied with the Condition they are in. Would 
they be in the days of @xeen Elizabeth again; or of King 
Zames; or of the Late King? If nothing of this will content 
them; there is no other choice left, but That of Rebelivos. 
For whoſoever Traces the Hiſtory of theſe Male-contents, will 
find Deaaneſs of Trade and Perſecution to have been their Con- 

ant Complaint, from the Reformation it ſelf, to this Day. 

After the Paſſing of a Gereral Sextence upon the Biſhops, as 
the 2uthors of all our Calamitzes, he takes the whole to pieces. 
Treating Fir/t, of the Revenues, Powp, and State of Prelates. 
And there hetells us of 7wo Provincial Archbiſhops, with their 
Princely Retinue, Domeſtique Chaplains, Officers of Temporal 

- Tithes, Spiritual Officers, Vicar General, Guardian of the Spiritu= 
alitics, Dean of the Arches, with all their under-Officers and At- 
tendapts. | 

To be brief as poiltble: Ff?, Where is the Crime, or the 
liiquity of all This Pemp and State? Or why ſhould not an 
Eccleſiaſtical Body have its Dignities and Dependences,as well a5 
. a Civil Community ? There is —— envies my Lord Mayor | 
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his Sword-bearer, his Mace-bearer,or any other Servant, or:Ex-. 
fign of his Preeminence and Office. For belide that the very 
Splendor and Magnificence,creates and preſerves a Reverence for 
Authority, This Malriplicity and Subordination of Officers, is of 
abſolute Neceſſity allo ;- as ſubſervient to Order, and to the very. 
Diſcharge of his Funition. The Second. © neſtion is, Are theſe 
Officers eftabliſhed by Law, or not? If by Law ; Thu clamour is 
an Arraignment of King, Lords,and Commons, Thirdly, It is not 
only a Legal Eftabliſhment, but an Eſtabliſhment of many Ages, 
and continued without Interruption,till both Church and King- 
dom fell together. And then, in Lieu of Biſhops,we had a eMor- 
ly Synod of State-Penſioners ; Hirelings, to poiſon the Palpits 
and the People; and to decoy the lilly multitude out of their 
Lives, Fortunes, Liberties, Unties, and Religions: Men kept in 
Pay,to preach Thanſgiving Sermons, and to help out at a Dead - 
lifr, towards the bringing of their Sowereigy to the Scaffold. 
When they had preached and prayed the Kingdom into Bloud 
and Diſobedience ; and held the Rabble ſeveral Years agog, and 
gaping after the Bleſſed Reformation ſo graciouſly promiſed 
them: Out comes at laſt the Falſe Conception of their Direfo- 
ry. ( A kind of Spiritual Moon calf.) But by this time, the 
King was as good as loſt ; and (o they fell preſently to ſharing. 
of the Publick Revennes of Church and State. They Diſpatch 
their Prince, enſlave the People,and there 1s an end of That Re- 
formation: And it's the very Fellow of it, that they would 
have again. Was it not a Bleſſed Exchange now, to be freed 
from the Prelatical Tyranny, and their Retinue, and to have 
ſuch Goſpel-miniſters ? Generals, Majors, and Lieutenant Genc- 
zals, Plunderers, Sequeſtrators, Decimators, Regicides, and $4- 
crilegiousUſurpers ſetup intheir ſtead? This Cuckoo-Song of - 
Forty One, Forty One, Forty Qne, over and over ; were I-1a- 
tured and Ridiculous, if rhe other Cuckoo-Song of Popery and Ty- 
74nny, Popery and Tyranny, and accompanied with the Former 
Principles,over and over,had not made it abſolutely Neceſſary. 
His next Grievance is, The Eccleſiaſtical Courts : Court of Fa- 
culties, Court of Audience, Prerogative Court, Delegates, 24 Bi- 
ſhops Dioceſangwith their Trains, Domeſtick Servants, 4 > wk 
; | COT S,.-. 
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Officers, and Courts ; Chancellors, Regiſters, Hpparators, Proftors, 
Archdeacons, Commiſſaries, Officials, Surrogates ; Their Lordly 
Palaces, Eccleſiaſtical Digntties, Baronies, &c. viis & modis 
amounting to at leaſt Four Hunared and Fifty Thouſand Pounds 
a Year : Enriching themſelves ( allo ) by Ordinations,lnititution, 
and Induction; by making Rural Deans, Licences to (rates, 
School-maſters,Pariſh-Clerks, Phyſicians, « Midwives, Marriages, 
by Abſolutions, by Commutation of Penance, Probats of Wills, 
Letters of Adminiſtration, Preſeutments, &C. Pag. 4, 5. 

T here is enough ſaid already to their Dignities and Officers ; 
and (o for their Courts, Fees, and Privileges ; They areall of 
them of Ancient Right and cnitow, If they envy the Biſhops 
their Revenue,the Common People may as well ſet up a Levet- 
ling Trade again ; and fall upon 4 Eſtates and conditions of 
-enthat are better to live than themſelves. Why ſbould ſuch 4 
Lord, Gentleman, Merchant, &c, have ſo many Hunared Thou- 
ſand Pounas a Year amongst them ; and the Poor ready to farve? 
Is not money drawn into a few hands here, as well as there ; and 
their abundance, conſequently, the Cauſe of our Want ? Nay, 
the ſame Reaſon reaches the King, as well as the Church. So 
that Gods Providence to Some muſt be rendred an lInjufice to 
Others. One would think by the On#-cry, that all this went 
immediately out of the Peoples Pockets : Whereas the Patri- 
10ny of the Charch is Seiled and confirmed by the Great Char- 
ter of the Engliſh Liberties ; as firmly as any Freehold we have. 
There hath been always this c/amozr againit their Courts : Bur 
how was it with us, when they were put down ? We had our 
Triers (in good time ) Our Committees for Sequeſtration, Dect- 
mation ; money upon the Propoſitions, the Sale of Iriſh Lands: 
Our Loans for our Þrethren the Scots ; Our Committees for 
Crown and (hurch Lands: And a hundred other Inventions 
for the Beggering and En{laving of us, contrary to Law ; by way 
of Commuting for the 7uriſaittion of theſe Courts, according to 
Law. Inſtead of Licences to Preach, or Teach Sthool, we had 
Sequeftrations and 'Impriſonments for Preaching or Teaching ; 
unleſs upon the Conditions of Remouncing both the King,and 
the Church, Inſtead of — Lawful Oaths, we were up- 
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13 * The Free-born Subjef , or, 
on pain of Plunder, Confifcation, and" Impriſoument, preſſed to- 
Unlawful ones ; as Covenants, Negative Waths,Oaths of ibjura- 
tioz; and not only. ſo, but in dire Contradifion to the Vaths. 
of Allegiance and Canonical Ubedience; to Double-hatch the- 
Perjary,in Defiance of both our Implicit and Explicit Obliga- 
zioxs, Here is the ſhort of that Exchange. 

Upon his Computation of the Value and Dependence; of the: 
Eccleſiaſtical State, he reckons ſome tex Thouſand perſons, one 
way or other, belonging to the Church : and at leaſt 450000 /. 
per aun. Firſt, In place of the tex Thouſand perſons he ſpeaks 
of, ( who in another place ( he ſays) bring nothing to the 
Stock ) what-do you think of an Army of 40000 men, wholly 
exempt from the Civil Furiſdiftion; andonly Triable by Mar- 
tial Law ? Hiſt. Indep.pag.68.Part, 1. Or in ſtead of the Churches 
ſpending four or frue- hundred Thouſand pounds a Year, of their 
Owz; what do you think of the Uſurpers ſpending above forty 
Millions, in leſs than ſeven Years, of the Kingdoms Mozey; Hiſt. 
Indep. pag. $. But of this hereafter. We had-then no lon- 
ger-the Eye-ſore before us, of the Prelates Lordly Palaces ; the 
Kings Palaces were likewiſe ſeized by the ſame hands; Our 
Churches turned into Stables; Our very Altars Robbed and 
Profaxed. And, to go through ſtitch, He whips up the Clergy for 
their Vi/itations, their Paſchal Rents and Procarations; Nay, 
their Canons, Vicars, Petty-Canons, Singing-men, and Boys, Cho- 
riſters, Organifts, Goſpellers, Epiſtlers, and Vergers too: Andall 
this, as idly, as ifhe talked1n his {kep. 

Here he takes Breath, andat the Bottom of Pag. 5. promiſes 
a Catalogue of more Families Ruined, more Perſons Impriſoned, 
and an accoum of more moxey ſpent, by the cruelty of the Pre- 
lates, than by all the Law: ſuits off England, all Paymeuts and 
Taxes beſide: Except upon the late Extraozdinary Occaſion. 
This Libel was Printed.as Iremember,before the Great Plagua, 
and now of /ate Reprinted over andover,and dated 1679. So 
that Hz /are Extraozdinary Occafton,is only a Civiller way 
of Expreſſing Our late Extraozdinary Rebellion. Some- 
thing ſhall-be. ſaid to This By and By. 


The Enghſhmans Birthright, &c 19 

His 6. page, and a good part of the 7. are a Rhapſody of 
Grievances, Upon the Kings Reftauration, the Purchaſers of 
Ghurch Lands were forced to Reftore them, without any Com 
penſation. He makes it to be a hard Caſe, the Reſtoring of them 
to the Right Owner, but ſays nothing of the Tyranny of Taking 
them from him. He tells us, that the Ruſty Ecclefiaſtiques, that 
neither ſerve our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, zor their Country ,bat their 
own Bellies, ( this is the Complement he beſtows upon them) 
hoard up the Money that th:y have extorted from the Subjetts by 
Fines, and have brought the Nation toa Conſumption, I won-- 
der how Church Leaſes, that are commonly the beſt Pennt- 
worths, ſhould be a Greater Grievaxce to the Nation, than 
Others that are ſet at higher rates, which we hear no complaint 
of at all. And Ido not ſee. how it conſiſts with his charge of 
£#Xury upon the Prelates, that upon lo great Expence, there 
thould be no Circulation of the Treaſure. Icould tell him of 
the Turkiſh Slaves Redeemed; Their Bounties to Miniſters Wi- 
aows ; their Publick Works, as the Oxford Theatre, the Re- 
paration of Litchfield Cathedral, and the. Re-edifying of ſuch 
of their Palaces, as the Iniquity of the late Times had demo--- 
liſhed, cc. To lay nothing of the Common Right they have to 
diſpoſe of their Own: Or-to the Secret Charities of many of: 
our Eminent Ghurchmen,who have too much Honour and Pzety, 
to make Proclamation of it in the Marker. Place. . But now - 
comes a Lamentable Story. 

We have all our able, Godly, Orthodox Miniſters turned ont, 
Rained, and Beggered, and no manner of ſupply provided for the : 
Maintenance of them and their Families : And in their Rooms 
( in many places ) a Company of debauchea, Illiterate, Superſtitti- 
ous, Profane Prieſts; which Blind. Guides muſt needs lead them - 
hat follow them to Hell, pag. 6. | 

Let the Reader obſerve the Pharifaical and.Unmannerly Op- 
- poſition betwixt hu Ejefted Miniſters, and thoſe that were I»-- 
zroduced ; and then let him conſider the Right, and the Condi- 
7ion both of the Oze and the Orher. Thu was the very Cha-- 
rafter the Schiſmaticks gave our Learned, Piows, and Canonical ' 
Divines when they turned them out of their Livings by ow | 
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dreds, contrary to Law, HoxeH#ty, and Humanity it ſelf; and the 
ſame charatter with the other, did They take upon Themſelves, 
' that turned them out : The Incumbent Legally Invefted in the 
Bemefice ; and the other, an Oppreſſing and Injuriows Uſurper. 
And what came of it? The Shepherds were deſtroyed, and 
Wolves ſet to look to the flock: The Unity and fimplicity of 
Ewangelical Trath was lot and confounded in a compound of 
carnal Policy and ſchiſm. We had as many Religions as Pul- 
pits; and the Dofrine of Rebellion delivered in them, inſtead 

of the Do#trine of ſalvation. 

He goes on, Damning all the Churchwargdens for Per ſecutors 
of the Goſpel, if they Preſent according to their Oaths ; and for 
-Perjury, if they do not. If « Minifter Preach without his Cano- 
--nical Garment : If any one goes from his own Pariſh Church to 


= 3 hear a $ermon, &Cc. or work upon 4 Romiſh Holiday ; if he does 


--*- wotſtand up at the Creed; nor Bow at the Name of Jeſus 3 or 


does not keep off his Hat all the while, he is Preſentable. 

Well, and what of all this ? There is neither Life nor Limb, 

-in the Caſe,ifa man be Preſented. Here is for Decexcy fake, an 
Oraer ; and that Oraer is ſupported by Authority ; and Obed:- 
exce in Lawful matters, deriving from a Lawful Authority,is an 
Eſſential Duty both of a Subject and a Chriftian, He ſeems on- 
lIy to have Talked Idle all this while; but now he grows di 
;retly Outragious. 

We have gotten ( ſaith he) mot of the ſober Trading part of 
the Nation diſcouraged by Citations, Excommunications, Writs to 
,take them Excommunicated ; Impriſonments upon Eccleſiaſtical 

Hecompts ; By this means Thouſanas of Families are already 
ruined, aud many Hunareas are ready to leave the Land, and re- 
move into ſome other Country,where they may have Liberty of con- 
' ſcience, and Freedom from theſe devouring Harpies, And then 
the tells us of our Surplices, Copes, Tippets, Cringings, ont of the 
Romiſh Rituals, 414 « Service collefted ont of the Romith Books, 
the Maſs Breviary, &c, 

Woasnot This the very Stile of the Petitions and 4dmont- 
Ziops to Queen Elizabeth? And fo down to this Inſtant. Pray 
" Shilaid we get by it; when to be eaſed of this inſupportable 

BS - | Tyranny, 


+ 
—% 
- 


The Enghſhmans Birthright, &C. 27: 
Thranny, the Nation was at the charge of 114000 /.' 4 month - 
70.an Army? Hiſt. Indep. 66. Above one half of the Revenue of 
the Kingdom under Sequeſiration: 300000 1, a Tear openly dt- 
vided by the Fattion among themſelwes ; beſide Private Fobs, . 
and above 20 Millions that they never accompred for, 110000 /, 
a Year in Wages to themſelves; 1000001, a Tear more in Gre-- 
- xnities, Beſide Free Lnarter at pleaſure: Taxes Innumerable 
and all Under-hand Corraptions. Above 4 million and a half 
levied by Compoſitions ; and then ſo cheap and deſpicable Slaves, 
in our Perſons, that Welſh Priſoners were ſold-into Plantations 
at 2 pence a head, For the Truth of all This, I refer my elf to - 
Mr. Walker in his Hiſtory of Independency; a Knowing and a 
Well-read Perſon inthe whole Tranſattion,and a man of Credit, . 
As tothe Pamphletters Lzberty of Conſcience: He would 
have the World believe this Uniformity and rule of Diſcipline 
to be New, and Singular, and the Work only of the Preſent - 
Age, and Biſhops, Whereas, whoſoever will conſult the Hiſtory - 
of our Government, will find Ths Lawto be a Moderatzon, . 
which they call a Perſecutioz: Eſpecially at a time when the : 
ſeritneſs is not executed, Under Edward the VI. the very De- 
praving of the Common Prayer, or Procuring the Uſe of any other 
in Opex Prayer, was 107. to his Majeſty for the Firſt Offence ; . 
20 1. for the Second : Anda Forfeiture of all Goods and Chattels, . 
with Impriſoxment during Life for the Third. And in the Fifth - 
of the ſame King, there was Authorized an Ecclefiaftical 7Furiſ- 
dition in theſe Caſes. 2: e Mary repealed thu Jt: andin the : 
Firſt of Þ. Elizabeth, 9,» Maries Att was repealed,and:the For- 
mer 4 Confirmed; which was afterwards in the five and Thir- 
rtieth of that Queens Reign, enforced with more Rigonr;; to + 
which ſhe was neceffitated, by the Turbulence of that Spirit of - 
Scyhtilin which till to this day is. a working. King Femes 
handed it downto the /are King, and he continued it, till by - 
a Torrent, of Popalay violence, the King himſelf, and the Go--- 
verument were both Over-borz, | 
We have gotten ( faith he ) a Swarm of Eccleſraſtical Officers - 
which the Scriptures never knew, nor Reformed Charches ever 
owned; A ſort of prous Prelates--- And all manner of eMiſeryto |} 
| Soul 3 
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Soul: and Body. Plague, Fire, Sword, oy ap  Bepgery ; and 
without Seaſonable Mercy,the Total Ruine of the whole Kingdom. 
1 am ſorry to hear that we-have any Officers which the Re- 
formed Churches never owned: For theſe which we have in this 
Government at preſent, we have had for ſeveral Jges:and when 
we had theſe Officers no longer, we had no longer any Go- 
vernment: And Thez it was that all his Plagues befel us. We 
have made but Oze Tryal of another way of Government, and it 
coſt us Dear. | 

Upon a ſuppoſed Queſtion over again, concerning the Riſe 
of our Miſeres ; the Libellers A»ſwer is, that the manifold Pro- 
voking Sins of the Land ; as Adultery, Blaſphemy, Swearing, Ido- 
latry, perjury, and contempt of God and Goalinefi av pull hard 
with Heaven to bring.aown deſolating Fadgments : Butthe neareſt 
Cauſe of our Impoveriſhments, ariſeth from the particulars afore- 
mentioned. | He ſhould have done well to have put in Rebellion 
too ; which hath all other fins in the Belly of it. But That is 
a Thing theſe People do nor love to touch upon. To the reſt 1 
have ſpoken more than enough already, and that which fol- 
lows, 1s only an Impertinent Citation of Refle&ions upon IU 
Biſhops, whence he would draw an Iyference that weare to 
have Ione at all. 

The Second of the Five £ueries before mentioned is This, 
[Whether fince all other Reformed Churches in Europe aid upon 
the Firſt Reformation and Departure from Popery-caſt out all Di- 
.oceſan Biſhops, Name and Thing, Root and i'ranch, as an Office 
altogether Popiſh; together with all their Hierarchical Appurte- 
mances; And to this day eſteem them no otherwiſe; why did not, 
or doth not England alſo do the like. ] So that by Hook or by 
Crook, it ſeems, the Biſhops muſt dowy, either for Oppreſſion, 
or for Popery ; after the Example of all other Reformed Churches. 
We may ſee by This, what kind of Reformation we are to 
expect from Thoſe People that account the Church of Ezg- 
landtobe Popiſh. We ſhould be preſently a tearing down 44 
tars again, demoliſhing of Churches, Rifling of Colleges, and 
Maurthering of 7-/# Chriſt over again in Ffizze; whichis no 
way to be effected but by 4nother Rebellion. The Moacl of -_ 
| . e 
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beft Reformed Churches, was the Juggle of the Covenant; and 
the very Corrdition of the Scots coming in the Second time, was 
our Owning of their Kirk for the beſt Reformed; and declaring 
for a Reformation of the Enghſh Church, according to the Scor- 
tiſh Model. The Reformation doubtleſs was a Glorious Work; 
but there have been very 14 Things done under that Pretext, 
and inthe way to it: Anditisno New Thing for God to be in 
the End, and the Dev/l in the Means. Beſlidethat;the Dot#rine 
and Diſcipline of the Church of Ezglzndis fo pare, and Ypoſts- 
lical already, that there 15 no need of Doable Refining it. 

- His Third Qg2ry is a Frank Propoſal, without any more ado, 
of taking all the Church Lands into the Crown ; and very Cour- 
teoufly he offers the Poor Cavaliers a Snip in the Booty. Does 
he conſider, that after This Violence, an Engliſhman hath no- 
thing left him that is ſure and ſacred? And that as much as in 
| Him hes, he deſtroys us in our Liberries,Conſciences,and Eſtates, 
all at a Blow. The Patrimony of the Ghurchis Firſt, a Gift to 
God, and appropriated to his Service ; and therefore not to be 
touched :' ( They have Robbed me, faith God; in the Prophet Ma- 
lachy.) Or if it may, no man is ſure of the Eſtate he poſſeſſes, by 
the ſame Reaſon : For there is no better Title in Nature, than 
8 Deed of Gift. Secondly, it's ſetled and Confirmed by Mazna 
Charta ; which ſays,that the Church of England ſhall be free ; and 
ſhall have all her whole Rights and Liberties inviolable,(for ever.) 
Thirdly, the King binds Fimſelf by his-(oronation Oath, to pre- 
ſerve ants the Biſhops, and tothe Churches committed to their 
charge, all Canonical Priviledges, and due Law and 7uſtice; and © 
70 protetÞ and defend them, as every good King ought to be a Pro- 
rettor and Defender of the Biſhops ani Churches under hs Go- 
wernment. So that here is Sacriledge, Common Right, and Per- 
Jary-in the Caſe. | 
His Fourth Query is, [| Whether in thoſe Kingdoms and States 
where Prelicy is extirpated, anda Presbytery only retained, there 
be got us Godly, 4ble; Orthodox Preachers,c6." ind a4 good Sub- 
Jedts, 'a where Biſhops are retained.--- His Laſt Say is only'a 
Political Profpe& upon the Power of France, and nothing ] 
cothe point in Queſtion. ] To which 1 anſwer Firſt, Thar l ? 
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know no ſuch Kingdoms as he ſpeaks of. Secondly, What if 


under a Presbyterial Government, any Subjeit of That State 
ſhould move wice vers, for an Epiſcopal there as he does here 
for a Presbyterial? How would it be taken? If there may be 
as good Preachers and SubjeFs on the One lide,as on the Ocher ; 
why ſhould we change the Government, to be only where. 
we were ? Fourthly, If Two Arch-biſhops, and 24 Biſhops Dis- 
ceſan be ſogreat an Oppreſſion ; what. would become of us4n a 
Presbytery, when we ſhould have 9852 Popes,in ſtead of them? 
( One in Every Pariſh. ) Fifthly, The Presbyterial principles are 
Purely 7eſwitical; and that would be but the ſetling of Popery 
under 4z0:her Name. Sixthly, we have it upon Experiment, 
that the People will never indure them, nor Thezpthe Govery- 
ment. : . RK : 


Tocome now to that Libel, which bears the Title of my 
Lord Lucas Speech : The Name of that Noble Lord. is only 
made uſe of for a Cover. to.thoſe Scandals upon the. King, 
which to have ſaved the laſt-drop of blood in his Veins, he 
would not have been guilty of.” lt is true, that Offence was 
taken to the Liberty of the Speech. it ſei, and a Cenfure paſſed 
upon it ; but it is not preſently for every Mutinous Incendi- 
ary to Arraign a Proceeding of Parliament, and to call it Bar- 
barous Uſage, with other rude, and very unmannerly Exprel- 
fions, 1n the Preface to the Reader. He ſays that God hath 24- 
ken him from an Ungrateful Generation. And he ſays right 
in that; for undoubredly there never was the fellow of it up- 
on the face of the Earth. The Kings Friends ('who are the 
only people Oppreſſed ) they fit ſtil, in Hope and. Patience ; 
while his Ezemies enjoy - both the Advantage of the.others 
Loſſes, and the Reward of their Serwvices3 Thoſe avethe People 
that Complain, Thu Fattion to whom! the King hath forgiven 
his Fathers Blond and his Qwn.' .( Hs Own, ( Lay.) for.they 
that ſpot at him.and it, areas Guilty, as if they, had firuck 
him. tothe Heart ; and they thatadvuiſed-it, as whole bhatidid 
the Execution: ) Theſe are the Pegplezthat in requital tor their 

forfeited Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes, which is Majeſty 
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frankly:gave then; are now laying the ſame Train for This 
King, by which They ruined the Lf. The Bold Indignities 
of this pamphletare ſuch, as a Loyal Subje& cannot Honeſtly 
ſo: much as recite: Ir is neither betrer nor worſe than a For- 
mal Charge upon the King inFive and Twenty 4rticles,difperſed 
with all che'Malice;and'Induſtry imaginable. The Scope of it 
is to poſſeſs the People with an Opinion,that the King deſigns 
the bringing in of Popery, and 'an Arbitrary power ; with an 
Application of (eyefal:particulars, to thoſe Ends. Now if 
thele Jfronts:paſs, without either puniſhment, or reply, who 
can'blame the ſimple Multitude that know nothing more than 
what they read in-a Pamphlet, for giving credit to them ? 
And when they are -once tainted with that deadly 7ealoufre, 
who-can blaine them again, for doing [# things, that know no 
better ? The Time is almoſt come, when honeſt men ſhall be 
put todeath;'and the 'very Murtherers think that they do God 
good. Service, This was the miſtaken zealof the late Times; 
and weareeven ready for it once again, The Two Calumnies 
whereupon theſe People lay the greateſt freſs, are Firff, a 
pretended Apprehenſion of an Arbitrary power ; and Secondly, 
of an Izclination to favour Popery. | 
The Imputation of any Diſpoſition, or Deſign in his Maje- 
ſty that now is, in favour of either Tyra”zy or Popery, is fo 
groundleſs and incredible to any man that hath but his Eyes 
4n his head, that it would not be worth a: Page of Paper, to 
thew the Error of it, were it not that- we are delivered upto 
the Deluſion of believing things impoſſible, and diſcerning things 
Inviſible; and yet as Blind as Moles, to matters of clear and 
evident Demonſtration, SO Fr of 
With what Pace canany man preteny an Apprehenſion of Ty- 
#anny from this Prince,' whoſe very Mercy and Bounty, by the 
*Extreme abuſe of it, hath created his 99#sfortane? Nay, the 
-moſt ſpiteful of his Enemies cannot but acknowledge that 
ithers"doth"nor live any man 'that hath leſs of Gall 'and 
"Rznedurinhis Nature: Beſides the' Experiment his greateſt 
' Havesſaries have had of His Goodnefs inCommon with the reft- | 
of his Subjects upon'the Crifis of his Reffavrartion. For when 3 
{16 . T3..2. -.4:-: 8 x 
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| he might have made himſelf as abſolute as he would; when he 
had his Fees under his Feer ; and ſome reaſons of State, per- 
haps, to lay a firmer Foundation of his Futzre Security ; his Ten- 
aerneſs of nature did yet fo far prevail upon. him, above: all 
other Conliderations, that he quitted all thoſe Advantages; 
he Gave,and Forgave all that was poſſible ; to ſhew how. much 
he prized a Dominion over the Hearts of his People, above 
That of their Bodies and Eſtates. 

Touching his afe7iox to the Religion .of the. Church of 
England; fince it hath pleaſed God. in his Infinite Wildom to 
permit.that his Majeſty ſhould be Calumaiated - upon that 

oint3 it is a ſingular Providence,that this ſhould happ-n ina 
cap" when the plaia matter of Fa#, and the Naked Hi 
fory of his. Royal Proceedings, may ſuffice to the moſt prejudi- 
cate, and.the moſt obſtinate of his Enemies.as an Unanſwera- 
ble Confatation.. It is every day more and more artificially Iy- 
finuazed and Improved; elpecially fince the Diſcovery of the 
late horrid Deſign, and particularly in the Libel laſt mentioned, 
as if his Majeſty were not (o.careful and zealous for the Sup- 
preſſing and Preventing of Popery, and for the Puniſhing of De- 
{nquents,as is needful for the ſecurity of his Government. Nay, 
there are ſome ſodaring, asto take them in Hint,and Myſtery, 
ro intimate the very Countenaxcing of the Pht it ſelf. If the 
Proceeding be not altogether ſo quick and ſanguinary as ſome 
would have it, we ſhall oaly ſay this; that Thoſe of all men, 
have the leaſt Colour to complain of his Majeſties wazz of Ri 
gour, that ſtand indebted already for.their. Heads, and for their- 
Fortunes, unto his.Grace and eMercy, 

As to his Opinion of the Church of Rowe,his Majeſty hath 
given the World ſo many. aad fo ample Evidences of his dif: 
like ofthat Communion ; that every mans Conſcience as well as 
Reaſon,cannot but diſcharge him upon that point. It cannot 
be imagined, that in his /aze Troubles and Exile, he wanted ei- 
ther {rguments, or Solicitations, either.in point of. State or of 
Religion ; and the molt plauſibletoo, that could be found. out, 
to work upon either his Conſcience, or his Necefities : And yet 
no Temptations, either on the One hand, or on the Other, had 

any 
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any farther Operation upon: his Majeſties Fadewient,: than by - 
cauſing a ftrifter Enquiry into the Subje& in debate, to con- 
firm-him ſhll more and more in the T7ach of his Profeſſor, In 
ſo much, that in the loweſt and:moſt hopeleſs State of his Dr 
fireſſes,he choſe rather.to abide all Extrremities, than to depart, 
in any Tittle, from the Faith of the Reformed Communios. 

Now his Majefty having given this Earneſt. of his fedfaſt- 
veſſto the Religion of the Church of England during his Ex+ 
niſhmemt; and ſhewing. that neither Fear nor Deſpair could 
ſhake him in his Reſolutions; it were a ſtrange thing for him: 
now to relinquiſhThat Cauſe in Oppoſition to his Intereſt; which 
when it might have: turned to his Temporal Adyantage, no Per- 
ſecution or Flattery could ever prevail upon him to do. I might 
add to all This, that he hath ſteered the ſame. Courſe in all his: 
Devotions both Pablickand- Private, and: that the Mainte: 
nance of This Church hath been Undeniably the Scope of all: 
his Deliberations, and Councils,. in all our Religious Concern: 
ments, ſince his Bleſſed Return. 

But itis not enough, inall Caſes, fora.-Prince to be:Terder- 
and Izzocent, in the matter:of Religion; Witnels the late Ps- 
014, and yet. Unfortunate: Prince. For whereſoever:this Incan-- 
tation takes place, the Siews of Government are Looſened, the 
Sacredneſs of Order Diſſolved, and all Obligations Cancelled, as. 
well Moralas Divine. And not only ſo 5 but the-very Shadow 
and Imegination of it, frights-people. into -Lakes and Prect- 
pices, and tranſports them with Panick Terrors, into the. Exe- 
cation of the very. Miſchiefs they fear. So.that his. Majeſty 
hath :wo main Difficulties to encounter at once: The Qze, to» 
Maſter the P/ot ie. ſelf ;. the Other, to Temper and Sweeten the: 
Paſſions of men, - zealous in the contrary Extreme: That no-In- 
convenience.may. ariſe from their Miſapprehenſion of Things . 
another way. 

According to-theſe Meaſures,his Majeſty hath governed-his  -* 
Courſe throughout the whole Trad of This Aﬀair ; leaving: © | 
no means unattempted, that might probably give light tothe 
Bottom of Thu -Tragical Defign: He-hath given all ſorts of 
Encouragement to Informatians,by. Countenance, Free and: 7 
| eward;. |} 
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Reward : The Depoſirions tiave'been formally taltenbifore his 
Majefty,and his Privy Council; andthe Evidences firictly weigh- 
edand examined; and fromthence afterwards heartily :recom- 
mended, and faithfully iranſmitred tothe Two Hoafet of Pariia- 
#0nt ; as the-moſt' Karione! Method, for 'the: Gorman Satiſ- 
fa#ion both of King and People. ' ' . FE0) | 

. Neither hath his Majeſty been wanting on his Own part in a 
Vigorous Concurrence with the Two Hogſes, to do all that in him 
lay,toward the Suppreſing- of Popery, the ſeizing and ſecuring of 
Popiſh Recaſanrs; and providing more effeually, by the beft 
means that could be deviſed,for the Majztenance and Eftabliſh- 
ment of our Religion: Having ifſued out divers Proclamations, 
and done ſeveral other Pa«blick 4#s, upon the Motion and 
Adviceof his Two Houſes of Parliament, tothe Ends aforeſaid ; 
even to the taking away from the. Popiſh Lords their Anciene 
Right of Seffion 1n the Houſe of Peers; and diſabling all Pa- 
pi/ts whatſoever, to all purpoſes whatſoever, from any Advan- 
tages in the Government. 

And if it be not 'yet enough, that. 1a this Dangerous Jun- 
&ure, his Majeſty hath walked haxd i. hand, and kept pace 
with his Two Houſes of Parliament ; it may bejultly affirmed, 
that he hath in ſome degree even ſupererogated 1n T his matter; 
and added an Exceff of Afeition to the Conſcientious Diſcharge 
of his Princely Care and Funiion. Of this, we might give 
Teveral-lnftances; but one ſhall ſerve for all. In his Majeſtres 
Speech to both Honfes of Parliament, on Saturday, Nov.'8. 1678, 
where he quickens the Two Houſes themlelves,in theſe words ; 
| T ao dieftre you (ſaith his Majeſty ) #0 rhink on ſome ready menns 
for Gonvittion of Popiſh Recuſants, and tp expedite your Counſels, 
that the World may ſee our Hnanimity ; and that I may have the 
Opportunity to let you ſee how-ready 1 am to do any thing that may 
give ſatisfacizon. 


After this DemonſtrativeClearneſs on/his Majefties fide, let 
-uscaſt an Impartial eye theOyher way,and ſo conclude; Was'not 
* Thy: the very Charge upon the /ate King? And was thereever 
any Prince that.lived more /a/t/eſs? Was not the-Care _ 
| = | 70» 
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Proteſtant Religion; pretended; and was not all Religion, ing 
manner, ſ#bverried? Was not the Kings Honour and Safety, the 
Pretext of a Solemn Govenant ?. And was he nat delivered up 
by the ſame Covenant, to-his very Exrcutioners ? What a Cla- 
mor there was about Magna Charia,the Engliſh Liberties; and. 
a Reformation, only of ſome Excreſcences (as they called them ) 
in the Church and State? And did not this ſpecious Flouriſh 
conclude in a Total Extinitiop of Law, Freedom, and. Gover n=: 
zen}? Were not the ſame Argaments uſed Thenas Now? Are 
not the ſame Artifices of Libellivg Authority practiſed Now, 
which were Then? And are not the people poiſoned the. ſame 
way this Year that they were the Laff? Inſhort ; Is not High» 
gate the way to St. Albans (till? 7 So certainly are we now run- 
ning the ſame Stage over again. Was there not a Time when 
St. Pauls was turned intoa Garriſox? When Apprentices Cane 
celled their own ladentares, and had them renewed again by an 
Ordinance ? When for fear of Reacoats in the Clouds, the Cre: 
dulous Multitude brought them, like Zgyprian Plagues, into 
their very Pots and Diſhes. Oh! but do you think (they cry ) 
that Theſe Godly people will ever touth the King? How many. 
well-meaning People thought the ſame thing before, and yert- 
contributed to the deſtroying of their Sovereign 3 not knows+ 
ing what they did. Be not-deluded. | 


Immediately after the ſending of what is above-written, to 
the Preſs, comes out a Pamphlict,entituled, Englands Safety, Or 
the Two Unanimous Votes of the laſt Good Parliament, concern-- 
zng the D. of York being a Papiſt, cc. 

I have ſo great a Reverence, as well for the Hoxonr of the- 
Conſtitution of Parliaments, as for the Perſonal Loyalty of the 
Members of our late Great Repreſentative, that I cannot but: 
take notice of the 4buſe, which is Firſt, put upon That IMu- 
ſtrions Convention it ſelf; and afterward, upon the People, in 
This Libel. It makes the Houſe of Commons to be the Parlta- 
ment: But neither did thoſe worthy Gentlemen claim to them- - 
ſelves 4 Full Parliamentary power, to the Exclujios of any. 
other Lega/and Eſſential Concurrence: Nor will they take it 


well: 4 


gs . The Free:born SubjelS; &c. - 
well to be ſo much Mif-repreſented. And thien, itis as great an 
Abuſe, on the Other hand, to the whole Nation : Forif this 
("Opinion be ſwallowed once, the People will: be apt to take 
Ordinances again, for Laws. Sothat the Title is in a great 44;- 
Fake upon That Point : And now that the Reader may not in- 
cur almoſt as Great a one, onthe orher hand, in another ; Let it 
be obſerved, that the Woman in whoſe Name this Pamphleris - 
publiſhed, 1s fo far from being a Well-l ir to the Kings Per- 
ſoz or Government,that from the time of his Majeſties Reſtau- 
ration, it hath been her Conſtant Buſineſs to promote all Spire- 
Jo and Scandalous Books, and Papers, againſt both Church and 
tate, | ; 
- Totheſe Pretended Votes, Tcanſay nothing, whether Trac, 
or Falſe.; but This Iam ſure of, thar Debates of that Solem- 
nity, and Importaxce, ought not to be made Pwblick ; that no- 
thing can be more Derogatory to the Dignity of that Great Byo- 
dy ; than. ( as the Faſhion hath been of late) for every Pedaxr, 
and Mechazick, to [et up the Trade Of Teaching Parliament- 
men their Leſſons, 

The Subject of his Royal Highneſles's Succeſſion to the Crows, 
1s made the Common Theme of the Preſs: And I donot pre- 
fume to Reaſon the matter, either Proor Coy, as it is a Caſe out 
of my Province: But till I am at Liberty to aſſert the Dury 
of a Free-born, and of a Faithful Subjeft ; and to affirm, that 
I have not found any one Argument in any of theſe Libels, 
which in a Natural Conſequence does not likewiſe reach the 
King: Whom God preſerve, and in eMercy keep all his Sub- 
jets in Dac Obedience. | | 


THE END. © 


LIM) 


